Fibrinolytic inhibitors for cancer-associated bleeding problems.
This pilot study of 16 patients explored the use of two fibrinolytic inhibitors, tranexamic acid and aminocaproic acid, for the suppression of tumor-associated hemorrhage. The effects of such bleeding include anemia requiring transfusion, practical difficulties with dressings, and psychological morbidity from constant reminder of poor physical health. Cessation of bleeding occurred in 14 of the 16 patients treated. The average time until significant improvement in bleeding was just 2 days and the average time for complete cessation was 4 days. We conclude that fibrinolytic inhibitors are potentially useful agents in palliative care.